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REACT is a 5-week intensive training program specializing in peace missions
and conflict prevention, designed for professionals interested in human rights,
conflict analysis, civilian protection, and peacebuilding, especially those who
wish to work or are already working in international organizations or in
humanitarian and development contexts.

WHAT IS REACT?

FORMAT

The REACT course consists of 220 hours of in-person training. It is designed to
be highly practical and participatory to ensure that participants develop hands-
on skills applicable in international missions.

220
hours

in-person

hands-on
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International
networking

WHERE AND WHEN

The course is held annually in

Spain, usually between May and
June, offering participants the

opportunity to engage in

intensive, hands-on training

alongside an international cohort.
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The REACT course (Rapid Expert Assistance and Cooperation Teams) originated

from an OSCE (Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe) initiative

aimed at creating civilian teams trained for rapid deployment in conflict
prevention, crisis management, and post-conflict rehabilitation in 1999,
during the Istanbul Summit. The EU Council and the OSCE incorporated this

mechanism as part of European security and defense commitments, especially

following the 1999 Helsinki European Council. 

Since 2003, Helsinki España, through the IUCPM, has been running this course

to train professionals with the skills needed to participate in international

missions of the OSCE, the UN, the EU, and international NGOs.

BACKGROUND

HOW?

The REACT course employs an active and participatory methodology
designed to foster practical learning and the development of competencies
applicable to real mission environments. Throughout the course, a variety
of teaching approaches are combined, including lectures and presentations,
debates, group work, case studies, simulation exercises, workshops, and
drills.

Throughout the program, participants work on a practical case based on a
fictitious emergency scenario, allowing them to integrate all areas of
knowledge covered and apply the content in a cross-cutting manner. This
approach facilitates connections between the different modules, promoting
collaborative learning and decision-making in complex contexts.

https://helsinkiespana.org/en/who-we-are/osce/


he REACT course is designed for individuals seeking to develop professional

competencies in peace operations, international cooperation, crisis

management and conflict-affected contexts, at both national and

international levels.

The programme is especially suitable for:

Humanitarian and development workers

Staff from public administrations and governmental institutions

Personnel from international agencies and organisations

Professionals from NGOs and civil society organisations

University lecturers, specialised trainers and researchers in fields such as

human rights, international relations, peace studies, cooperation and

development

Diplomatic staff, policy advisors and public policy professionals

Peace operations and peacebuilding professionals

Recent graduates seeking specialisation in international cooperation,

humanitarian action and peace missions

Professionals seeking to reorient their careers towards the humanitarian,

peace and international cooperation sectors

Individuals aspiring to work in peace missions, humanitarian operations

and complex international field contexts
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WHO IS REACT FOR?

REACT combines a solid theoretical foundation with strong applied
training, making it suitable for participants from diverse professional
backgrounds who aim to work effectively in complex international
environments.
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In a world where conflicts are a constant reality, focusing on Peace Missions
and Reconstruction Operations is essential. Programs like REACT by Helsinki

España have become indispensable and highly sought after.

This intensive five-week course specializes in conflict prevention, crisis

management, and post-conflict rehabilitation, playing a crucial role in

advancing a career in peace operations and international security.

Benefits for Participants:
🔹  Acquisition of Practical Skills: Through case studies, teamwork, and

simulations, participants develop competencies to navigate real-world

environments.

🔹  International Networking: Engaging with professionals and experts from

various international organizations expands one’s network and collaboration

opportunities.
🔹  Enhanced Employability: Specialized training and course recognition open
doors to positions in international organizations, NGOs, and government
entities dedicated to peace and security.

WHY REACT FOR YOUR CAREER?



ALUMNI TESTIMONIES

All testimonials below were shared voluntarily by our alumni in public comments
on our LinkedIn posts, a genuine reflection of their experience during the REACT
course.
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PARTICIPATING INSTITUTIONS

Course administrator

 helsinkiespana
helsinkiespana

Helsinki España

iucpm@helsinkiespana.org
+34 915335455
+34 629544873

Helsinki España - Dimensión Humana
Calle de Santa Cruz de Marcenado, 11, 2º A, 

Madrid, C.P. 28015
SPAIN

CONTACT

https://www.instagram.com/helsinkiespana/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/helsinkiespana/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/helsinkiespana/
https://twitter.com/helsinkiespana
https://www.linkedin.com/in/helsinkiespana
https://twitter.com/helsinkiespana

